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SUBJECT:SCHEDULING OF NATO DISARMAMENT EXPERTS MEETING 

REF: USUN 668 

IN VIEW OF CHANGE OF DATE FOR BEGINNING OF PREPCOM V FROM 
APRIL 10 TO APRIL 4, POSSIBLE DATES FOR SPRING NATO 
DISARMAMENT EXPERTS MEETING SEEM TO COME DOWN TO WEEK 
BEFORE EASTER OR SHORTLY AFTER APRIL 21 CLOSING DATE FOR 
PREPCOM V. 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 02 STATE 050653 

2. OF THE TWO, WE WOULD PREFER THE LATER PERIOD. SINCE 
THE EXPERTS MEETING WILL BE HEAVILY FOCUSED ON SSOD, 

WE BELIEVE THAT FACTORS RELATED TO SSOD SHOULD BE 
GOVERNING. WE AGREE WITH US PREPCOM DEL'S ASSESSMENT THAT 
BARTON GROUP MEETING TENTATIVELY SCHEDULED FOR MARCH 30 
WOULD BE MORE USEFUL FORUM FOR EXCHANGE OF VIEWS ON SSOD 
DRAFTS THAN EARLY NATO EXPERTS MEETING. WE ALSO AGREE 
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THAT NATO CONSULTATIONS BASED ON DRAFTS WHICH WILT. EMERGE 
FROM PREPCOM V WOULD BE MORE PRODUCTIVE THAN DISCUSSION OF 
HEAVILY BRACKETED, UNASSIMILATED DRAFT WHICH HAS EMERGED 
FROM CURRENT PREPCOM. IT IS DOUBTFUL THAT USG WOULD BE IN 
A POSITION TO PRESENT VIEWS MUCH MORE DEFINITIVE THAN OUR 

CURRENT VIEWS AT A MEETING THREE WEEKS HENCE. WE WILL 
BE WORKING INTENSIVELY IN THE INTERIM TO PREPARE FOR 
PREPCOM V AND WOULD BE RELUCTANT TO DIVERT RESOURCES 
FOR A NATO DISCUSSION WHICH WOULD BE FOLLOWED SHORTLY 
BY A BARTON GROUP MEETING. 

3. AN ADDITIONAL ARGUMENT IN FAVOR OF SCHEDULING AN 
EXPERTS MEETING IMMEDIATELY FOLLOWING PREPCOM V IS THE 
FACT THAT WITH THE NATURE OF THE ISSUES MORE CLEARLY 
DEFINED AND THE MORE ADVANCED STAGE OF PLANNING FOR THE 
SSOD WHICH WILL EXIST AT THAT TIME, THE EXPERTS WILL 

BE IN A BETTER POSITION TO ADVISE THE NAC ON MATTERS 
RELATED TO THE SSOD/NATO SUMMIT INTERFACE. 

4. MISSION SHOULD DRAW ON ABOVE IN FEBRUARY 28 POLADS 
DISCUSSION OF NEXT DISARMAMENTS EXPERTS MEETING. 

VANCE 
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